
 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Extract from 12C Schedules, T91/142. © The National Archives, Kew, England. 
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How useful are the Irish Loan Fund Records to genealogists? 

If you are researching ancestors in the west of Ireland (Connaught and Munster) in the first 

half of the19th century, these records are potentially very valuable. An estimated 20% of the 

adult population of Ireland borrowed from a loan fund at any one time. Only a minority of 

records have survived. But, if there was a loan fund association where your ancestor lived, 

and records survived, there is a chance that your ancestor will appear in them.  

 

Townspeople and poorer agricultural workers are included in the Irish Loan Fund Records, in 

contrast to the Tithe Applotment Books, which only include heads of households holding 

plots of land larger than one acre. A significant 20% of borrowers were female. These 

records can provide key clues about family relationships and enable you to build up a more 

complete picture of your ancestor’s life.  

 

This guide includes: 

• An introduction to the record set 

• Step-by-step instructions on searching the records on Ancestry and FindMyPast 

• A search strategy 

• A spreadsheet listing the contents of the record set and 

• A template to create your own research record, with an example 

 

1 Introduction to the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund Records 

The Association of the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund was set up by a committee in London 

in 1822 in response to a famine in the west of Ireland. The fund was created to provide small 

loans to the ‘industrious poor’ to help them purchase stock or equipment which would 

increase their productivity and improve their chances of surviving future famines.  

 

The surviving records are held at The National Archives, Kew, England under reference T91 

and include documents for the counties of Clare, Cork, Galway, Kerry, Leitrim, Limerick, 

Mayo, Roscommon, Sligo and Tipperary, although some counties have far more surviving 

records than others.  

 

The map below shows how many Piece Numbers have survived for each of these counties: 
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Figure 2: Map showing how many Loan Fund Record Piece Numbers have survived for each county. (Outline map of 
Irish counties. Public Domain. https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8976697) 
 

How the loan fund worked 

‘Gentlemen of each county’ were invited to establish loan fund associations in their local 

area. They were instructed to select trustees, who had to send annual reports to the board of 

directors in London. Each association was administered by a salaried clerk, but any profits 

generated by the fund were supposed to go to local charities. 

 

In order to take out a loan, borrowers had to attend their local loan office in person with two 

securities or guarantors (persons who promised to repay the loan if the borrower was unable 

to do so). Where these records survive, they are called ‘promissory notes’ or ‘security 

note books’.  
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Figure 3: Image showing example of PN206; promissory note for loan no. 2101,13 July 1846. © The National Archives, 
Kew, England. 

 

Another record type is the Loan Ledger, which listed every loan taken out, with the 

borrower’s name, residence, the amount borrowed and repayments made. Some also give 

the borrower’s occupation. They do NOT usually name the borrower’s securities.  

 
Figure 4: First six entries in PN136, the loan ledger of the Schull Association.© The National Archives, Kew, England 

 

The Returns to the Clerk of the Peace were part of an inquiry ordered by the London 

Committee who wished to know if the Loan Funds were successful in their aim of improving 

the borrowers’ economic circumstances, hence the two questions: ‘What were their 

circumstances before the loan’ and ‘What are their circumstances now?’ A sample was taken 

of all loans and applying those questions. In many cases, these give information about the 

life outcome of the borrower and their securities: whether they had died or emigrated or, if 

still alive, whether they were in a position to repay their debt.  

 

 
Figure 5: Image from PN142, 12C schedules of 1853. © The National Archives, Kew, England  
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Each loan association was run independently, so the information contained in each of the 

record types varies from one association to another. 

Contents of the record set 

There are four categories within the record set: 

1. Local Associations 

2. County Committees and Trusts 

3. Directors 

4. London Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Associations 

Records you will find in this subset: 

Loan Ledgers  

Security Notebooks/Promissory Notes  

some Defaulters’ Books (e.g. Galway, PN 087) 

Loan 
Ledgers 
usually give: 
Borrower’s 
name and 
residence 
 
Date of loan 
and the 
amount 
borrowed 
 
Record of 
repayments 
and fines 
 
Sometimes 
give 
borrowers’ 
occupations 

Security 
Notebooks/Promissory 
Notes usually give: 
Borrower’s name and 
residence 
 
Date of loan and the 
amount borrowed 
 
Names and residences 
of securities 

Defaulters’ Books may give: 
Borrower’s name and residence 
 
Date of loan and the amount borrowed 
 
Names and residences of securities 
 

County Committees and Trusts 

Records you will find in this subset: 

Loan Ledgers, Security Notebooks/Promissory Notes, 

Defaulters’ Books as in the Local Associations subsets 

PLUS Account Books and Minutes 

Returns to the Clerk of the Peace 

 

 

Account 
Books & 
Minutes 
usually give: 
Matters 
discussed at 
meetings 
 
Statistics of 
loan amounts 
borrowed and 
repaid, clerk’s 
fees etc 
 Returns to the Clerk of the Peace give: 

Borrower’s name and residence 
 
Their securities’ names and residences 
 
Date(s) of loan(s) and the amount(s) borrowed 
 
The life outcomes of the borrower and their securities 
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The records in this set which are of most use to genealogists are: 

• Loan ledgers  

• ‘Promissory’ or ‘security’ notes  

• Returns to the Clerk of the Peace  

 

I have created a spreadsheet listing the contents of T91, with separate worksheets for the 

subsets (County Committees; Local Associations; Directors; London Committee) and for 

each county represented in the record set (Clare; Cork; Galway; Kerry; Leitrim; Limerick; 

Mayo; Roscommon; Sligo; Tipperary).  

 

The spreadsheet can be found by clicking on this link: Index to T91 (highlight, right click, 

‘Open Hyperlink’) 

 

Where you can find the records online 

The entire record set has been digitised and can be viewed on Ancestry (£), where the 

collection is called ‘Ireland, Sustainability Loan Fund, 1812-1868’ 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/61403 

and on FindMyPast, (£), where it is called ‘Ireland, Poverty Relief Loans, 1821-1874’ 

https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/ireland-poverty-relief-loans-

1821-1874  

 

 

 

Volunteers at Skibbereen Heritage Centre have also transcribed records for the 

following Cork parishes:  

Ballineen, Baltimore, Castletownsend, Creagh, Durrus, Glandore, Kilmoe & 

Crookhaven, Schull. Access is free. 

https://skibbheritage.com/genealogy-using-loan-records/ 

  

All three websites allow the researcher to search for an individual or browse the record 

set.  

IMPORTANT: The transcriptions on both the above websites contain errors in dates, personal 

names and place names, so always check the original record image whenever possible.  

  

file:///C:/Users/tishc/OneDrive/Desktop/PCS%20Genealogy/Website%20content/Guides/Index%20to%20T91.xlsx
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/61403
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/ireland-poverty-relief-loans-1821-1874
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/ireland-poverty-relief-loans-1821-1874
https://skibbheritage.com/genealogy-using-loan-records/
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2 Step-by-step instructions for using the record set on Ancestry 

To access the record set: 

< Search 

< Card catalogue 

< Title 

Enter ‘loan’ and click on the blue link 

 
Figure 6: Searching the Card Catalogue. © The National Archives, Kew, England. 

 

To search for an individual, enter their name and any other details that you know: for 

example, the county they lived in. Unless you have used this record set previously, it’s best 

to leave the other fields empty, such as borrower or security (guarantor) name, event date, 

keyword (e.g. place) or role (borrower or guarantor). 

 

Entering ‘Mary Connell’ lived in ‘Cork’ (exact) brings up 27 results and the option of viewing 

the transcription (View Record) or the original document (View Image). 

 

 
Figure 7: Results for search for Mary Connell, Cork. © Ancestry.com. 

The clerks of the loan associations were inconsistent in their spelling of names and 

residences, and occupations and placenames are often abbreviated. Also, transcriptions of 
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some of the records are inaccurate or abbreviated, so if you can’t find any records for the 

name or place you are looking for, use wildcards e.g. M* C*n*l. 

 

To browse an individual fund, go to the box on the right of the page, select ‘Local 

Associations’, the county of interest to you, under Parish, scroll down to the fund you wish to 

browse and click on it. See my Index to T91. 

 
Figure 8: Searching by Local Associations, county and piece number. © Ancestry.com. 

 

To browse, for example, the Returns to the Clerk of the Peace for Galway, select  ‘County 

Committees and Trusts’, ‘Galway’ and ‘Piece 144: Returns to the Clerk of the Peace (1848 to 

1854)’. 

file:///C:/Users/tishc/OneDrive/Desktop/PCS%20Genealogy/Website%20content/Guides/Index%20to%20T91.xlsx
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Figure 9: Searching County Committees and Trusts records. © Ancestry.com. 

 

3 Step-by-step instructions for using the record set on FindMyPast 

There is a very helpful guide to this record set on FindMyPast: 

https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/ireland-poverty-relief-loans-1821-1874 

 

To access the record set: 

< Search 

< All record sets 

Enter ‘Relief Loans’ 

 
Figure 10: Searching for the record set. © FindMyPast.com 

 

https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/ireland-poverty-relief-loans-1821-1874
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To search for an individual, enter their name. If you don’t find the person you’re looking for, 

search again, using wildcards (e.g. M*r* C*n*l) 

Type the county into the County filter. 

 

 
Figure 11: Search for Mary Connell, Cork. © FindMyPast.com 

 

Entering ‘Mary Connell’ and ‘Cork’ brings up 32 results and the option of viewing the 

transcription (left purple icon) or the original document (right purple icon). 

 
Figure 12: Results for search for Mary Connell, Cork. © FindMyPast.com 
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To browse the record set, select ‘Ireland, Poverty Relief Loans 1821-1874 Browse’ 

 
Figure 13: Searching using the Browse option. © FindMyPast.com 

 

Here you can filter by Archive reference and select T91/136, or whichever Piece Number you 

wish to search or browse. See Index to T91. 

 

Click on ‘Browse County’ and select e.g. Cork 

 
Figure 14: Results from searching for Co. Cork piece numbers. © FindMyPast.com 

Or, if you know which Piece Number you wish to browse, type it into ‘Archive Reference’ 

(e.g.T91/142). 

 

 

At this point, it is recommended that you print out this guide, or have it open on a 

second screen, while you are carrying out your searches. 

 

file:///C:/Users/tishc/OneDrive/Desktop/PCS%20Genealogy/Website%20content/Guides/Index%20to%20T91.xlsx
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4 Search Strategy 

Whether you are searching the record set on Ancestry or FindMyPast, navigating the 

collection can be challenging because of the way it is organised. And transcription errors 

make the search more difficult. 

 

I recommend the following strategy: 

 

1 Using the Index to T91, identify the Piece Numbers which exist for your ancestor’s county 

and copy and paste these onto Your Research Template. An Example of Using this Search 

Strategy follows on pp.12-17. 

 

Keep a record on your template of each piece number you have checked. Then enter onto  

your research template any records that you find in those piece numbers. Make sure that 

you make a note of the digital page number where you found each record. 

 

2 The Loan Ledgers have a record of every loan taken out, so the names of all borrowers 

from that Loan Association will be included.  

 

Search the relevant Loan Ledger for your ancestor by entering their name and the county 

where they lived. If there are no results, use wildcards to allow for mistranscriptions. 

Remember that not all Loan Fund Loan Ledgers are listed under a separate piece number: 

some of them appear in the Returns to the Clerk of the Peace for that county. 

 

3  Search the Promissory Notes/Security Notebooks for the association(s) closest to where 

your ancestor lived by entering their name. These do not all survive, so not all borrowers 

from that loan fund are included: however, the records that do exist also name the 

borrower’s securities. Some of these records also appear in the Returns to the Clerk of the 

Peace for that county. 

 

4 Search the Defaulters’ Book or Returns to the Clerk of the Peace for your ancestor’s 

county by entering their name.  Most of these records relate to borrowers who still owed 

money when the loan association closed, so borrowers who repaid their loans, and their 

securities, are not included here. However, these records give rich genealogical information, 

including the life outcomes of defaulting borrowers and their securities. 

 

file:///C:/Users/tishc/OneDrive/Desktop/PCS%20Genealogy/Website%20content/Guides/Index%20to%20T91.xlsx
file:///C:/Users/tishc/OneDrive/Desktop/PCS%20Genealogy/Website%20content/Guides/Your%20Research%20Template.xlsx
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5 If there are no results for searching by your ancestor’s name, even using wildcards, follow 

steps 1-4 again, but search by the name of another member of your ancestor’s family. 

 

6 If there are no results for searching by your ancestor’s name, or another member of your 

ancestor’s family, even using wildcards, follow steps 1-4 again, but search by entering the 

parish or townland where they lived. Try entering their parish under ‘Location’ or ‘Keyword’ 

(Ancestry) or under ‘Keyword’ on FindMyPast. The ‘Browse by Place’ option on FindMyPast 

brings up the Loan Associations which have a separate piece number. 

 

7 If you have still not found any evidence of your ancestor in the records, try browsing the 

relevant piece numbers. 

 

 

4.1 Example of using this search strategy 

I have created an example of each of these three types of search (by name, by place, by 

browsing) on both Ancestry and FindMyPast. The first is for John TRAVERS, who lived in the 

parish of Elphin, Roscommon. 

 

SEARCHING BY NAME 

1 Using the Index to T91, identify the Piece Numbers which exist for your ancestor’s county 

and copy and paste these onto your research template. See Your Research Template 

 

For an example of how to complete your template, see Sample Research by Name Template 

 
Figure 15: Extract from Sample Research Template. ©  pcsgenealogy.com 

 

2 Search the Loan Ledger for the association(s) closest to where your ancestor lived by 

entering their name. Remember to use wildcards to allow for mistranscriptions. 

 

file:///C:/Users/tishc/OneDrive/Desktop/PCS%20Genealogy/Website%20content/Guides/Your%20Research%20Template.xlsx
file:///C:/Users/tishc/OneDrive/Desktop/PCS%20Genealogy/Website%20content/Guides/Sample%20Research%20by%20Name%20Template.xlsx
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Figure 16: Searching John TRAVERS by name. © Ancestry.com 

 

 

 

This search brings up the following results: 

 
Figure 17: Results of searching John TRAVERS by name. © Ancestry.com 

 

To do the same search on FindMyPast: 
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Figure 18: Searching John TRAVERS by name. © FindMyPast.com 

 

 

Entering ‘Elphin’ into ‘Place’ brings up no results. So I changed the search to County only: 

 

 

 
Figure 19: Adjusting the search for John TRAVERS. © FindMyPast.com 
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This produced the following results: 

 
Figure 20: Results of search for John TRAVERS, Roscommon. © FindMyPast.com 

This demonstrates that ‘Place’ on FindMyPast refers to the location of the Loan Fund 

Association, rather than the name of the parish. In this case, a Google search showed that 

Frenchpark is in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Elphin but in the civil parish of Tibohine (or 

Tybohan). The results also tell you which type of record (e.g. Loan Ledger) the person 

appears in.  

 

Clicking on the image for the first record listed on Ancestry shows this record: 

 
Figure 21: Image of first search result. © The National Archives, Kew, England 
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Clearly, we need to extend our search to the Piece Numbers for Tybohan, Frenchpark and 

Rockville and the Returns to the Clerk of the Peace for Roscommon. 

 

 
Figure 22: Amended extract from Sample Research Template. © pcsgenealogy.com 

 

Go through each record which appeared on Ancestry and/or FindMyPast and enter the 

information found onto the Borrower Template. 

 

 
Figure 23: Extract from Sample Research Template. © pcsgenealogy.com 

You can see the completed version here. 

 

 

If your search by name produces no positive results, repeat steps 1-3 above, but search 

by the name of another member of your ancestor’s family. Even if you don’t find your 

ancestor, or other members of their family, it’s useful to learn about the place where they 

lived. 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/tishc/OneDrive/Desktop/PCS%20Genealogy/Website%20content/Guides/Sample%20Research%20by%20Name%20Template.xlsx
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SEARCHING BY PLACE 

For this example, I am searching for the townland of Dunkelly in West Cork. The closest 

Loan Fund Association was Crookhaven and Kilmoe. 

 

Ancestry 

Enter the townland, parish or loan fund you are searching for in ‘Keyword’: 

 
Figure 24: Search by place for Dunkelly, Cork. © Ancestry.com 

 

This produces 270 results: 

 
Figure 25: Extract from results for search by place for Dunkelly, Cork. © Ancestry.com 
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Although the first entry is for a borrower who did not live in Dunkelly, by viewing the image, 

you will see that one or more of his guarantors lived there. 

 

 
Figure 26: Image of first result for search by place for Dunkelly, Cork. © The National Archives, Kew, England 

 

 

Go through each record which appeared and enter any relevant information found onto your 

Borrower Template. 

 

 

 

 

 

FindMyPast 

Make sure that you select the ‘search’ option, not ‘browse’ 

 
Figure 27: Search by place. © FindMyPast.com 
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Enter ‘Dunkelly’ into ‘Optional Keywords’ 

 
Figure 28: Search for Dunkelly, Co. Cork. © FindMyPast.com 

 

 

This will produce every record which includes the keyword: 

 
Figure 29: Extract from results for search for Dunkelly. © FindMyPast.com 

Click first on the transcription icon to find the details of the piece number and copy all the 

relevant details onto your Research Template: 
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Figure 30: Transcription of first result from search for Dunkelly. © FindMyPast.com 

Then click on the image icon, as this includes details which do not appear on the 

transcription, such as the life outcomes of each of the named persons. You will also see that 

Dan DONOVAN’s name was actually recorded as Dan DONOVAN RANDALDS.  

 

If you still have not found any records for your ancestor or another member of their family, 

nor for their townland, use the option to browse each of the relevant piece numbers, rather 

than searching by name or place. 

 

BROWSING 

For this example, my search is for Denis HAYES who lived in the parish of East Schull.  

Using the search terms D*n* H*S in the Schull Loan Fund Association on Ancestry produced 

no results. Browsing through the follow up schedules in PN142 revealed the following record 

on Digital Page 922: 

 
Figure 31: Entry in PN 142 for Widow Kitty HUNT. © The National Archives, Kew, England 

Transcription: County Committees and Trusts/Cork/PN 142 Returns to the Clerk of the 

Peace 

12C Schedule no. 12. Townland of Caherlaska.  

Entry no. 151. Widow Kitty HUNT. 20 July 1846.  

Lived at Caherlaska as small farmer now resides at Collagh with her son in law Denis  

HAYES on whom she is dependant for her support. 
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A search on FindMyPast using the same search terms in the Schull Loan Fund Association 

produced five results: 

 
Figure 32: Results for search for Denis HAYES. © FindMyPast.com 

 

However, these are all entries in the loan ledger, which do not give the names of Denis’s 

guarantors, nor his life outcome. The Ancestry image shown on the previous page, 

which tells us that Denis was the son in law of Widow Kitty HUNT, can be found on 

FindMyPast in PN142 on p.924. 

 

 

I hope you find this guide helpful. You will appreciate that it has taken a considerable 

amount of time to compile: if you find it useful, a voluntary donation can be made via the 

payment link. 

 

 

 


